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H. LEE DENNISON BLDG

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

PATRICK G. HALPIN
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

December 27, 1989
The Honorable Patrick G. Halpin
Suffolk County Executive
H. Lee Dennison Building
Veterans Memorial Highway
Hauppauge, New York 11788

Dear County Executive Halpin:

In deciding the order of priority, the subcommittees chose school consolidation
first because of the dramatic impact this effort could have on the local tax effort.
Consolidation cannot save money for all Suffolk taxpayers, but it could con-
servatively save between $55 million and $70 million if 71 districts were re-
duced into 30 to 35 districts. It should be noted that while some districts will
resist consolidation, others want to get the benefits of such a step and would
support such an effort. In some instances, districts have endorsed consolidation
only to learn that the merging of the districts would drive up local taxes drama-
tically.

Present state laws do not encourage consolidations and, unless changes are
made to provide meaningful incentive aid, no consolidation will occur. The Task
Force urges that the Governor, the Commissioner of Education and the elected
state legislators from Long Island be enlisted to see that changes are made at
the 1990 legislative session to encourage voluntary consolidations. In addition,
the State Education Department should formally endorse its own consolidation
study for Suffolk County.

As stated earlier, it is expected that consolidation will save a substantial
amount of money, but such savings should not be an excuse to reduce other
forms of state aid to Suffolk County. The schools in this county are delivering
excellent educational services. Those services should be shared among districts
of all sizes and consolidation is the proper vehicle.

Lastly, I would like to express my appreciation to the three subcommittee
chairs, Dr. Edward Milliken, Dr. David G. Salten and Supervisor Joseph
Janoski, for their hard work and countless hours to complete this first stage. A
special vote of thanks to Dr. Lee Koppelman, Dr. Fred Rosenberg, Janet
DeMarzo and other key staffers without whom we could not have met our
timetable for submission of the consolidation study.

Yery truly yours, ’
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